
ANONYMOUS 

THE CONQUEST AS TOLD BY TLATELOLCAS (1528) 

 

The Night of Sorrows 

The Spaniards attempted to slip out of the city at night, but we attacked furiously at the 

Canal of the Toltecs, and many of them died. This took place during the fiesta of 

Tecuilhuitl. The survivors gathered first at Mazatzintamalco and waited for the stragglers 

to come up. Year 2-Flint. This was the year in which Motecuhzoma died. Itzcohuatzin of 

Tlatelolco died at the same time. The Spaniards took refuge in Acueco, but they were 

driven out by our warriors. They fled to Teuhcalhueyacan and from there to Zoltepec. 

Then they marched through Citlaltepec and camped in Temazcalapan, where the people 

gave them hens, eggs and corn. They rested a short while and marched on to Tlaxcala. 

Soon after, an epidemic broke out in Tenochtitlan. Almost the whole population suffered 

from racking coughs and painful, burning sores.  

 

The Siege of Tenochtitlan 

Now the Spaniards began to wage war against us. They attacked us by land for ten days, 

and then their ships appeared. Twenty days later, they gathered all their ships together 

near Nonohualco, off the place called Mazatzintamalco. The allies from Tlaxcala and 

Huexotzinco set up camp on either side of the road. Our warriors from Tlatelolco 

immediately leaped into their canoes and set out for Mazatzintamalco and the 

Nonohualco road. But no one set out from Tenochtitlan to assist us: only the Tlatelolcas 

were ready when the Spaniards arrived in their ships. 

 

The Flight to Tlatelolco 

The Spaniards set up two cannons in the middle of the road and aimed them at the city. 

When they fired them, one of the shots struck the Eagle Gate. The people of the city were 

so terrified that they began to flee to Tlatelolco. . . . Their king Cuauhtemoc also 

abandoned Tenochtitlan. Their chiefs said: “Mexicanos! Tlatelolcas! All is not lost! We 

can still defend our houses. We can prevent them from capturing our storehouses and the 

produce of our lands. We can save the sustenance of life, our stores of corn. We can also 

save our weapons and insignia, our clusters of rich feathers, our gold earrings and 

precious stones. Do not be discouraged; do not lose heart. We are Mexicanos! We are 

Tlatelolcas!” When the warriors of Tlatelolco heard what was happening, they began to 

shout, but still the brave captains of Tenochtitlan hung back. As for the Tlatelolcas, their 

humblest warriors died fighting as bravely as their captains. 

 

The Fighting is Renewed 

The Spaniards made ready to attack us, and the war broke out again. . . The Tlatelolcas 

set up three racks of heads in three different places. The first rack was in the Sacred Patio 

of Tlilancalco [Black House], where we strung up the heads of our lords the Spaniards. 

The women of Tlatelolco joined in the fighting. They struck at the enemy and shot arrows 

at them; they tucked up their skirts and dressed in the regalia of war. 
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