
CANASATEGO (ca. 1684–1750) 

ANSWER TO THE GOVERNOR’S SPEECH (1744) 

 

WHEN you mentioned the Affair of the Land Yesterday, you went back to old Times, 

and told us, you had been in Possession of the Province of Maryland above One Hundred 

Years; but what is One Hundred Years in Comparison of the Length of Time since our 

Claim began since we came out of this Ground? For we must tell you, that long before 

One Hundred Years our Ancestors came out of this very Ground, and their Children have 

remained here ever since. You came out of the Ground in a Country that lies beyond the 

Seas, there you may have a just Claim, but here you must allow us to be your elder 

Brethren, and the Lands to[o] belong to us long before you knew anything of them. It is 

true, that above One Hundred Years ago the Dutch came here in a Ship, and brought with 

them several Goods; such as Awls, Knives, Hatchets, Guns, and many other Particulars, 

which they gave us; and when they had taught us how to use their Things, and we saw 

what sort of People they were, we were so well pleased with them . . . 

 

During all this Time the New-comers, the Dutch, acknowledged our Right to the Lands, 

and solicited us, from Time to Time, to grant them Parts of our Country, and to enter into 

League and Covenant with us, and to become one People with us.  

 

AFTER this the English came into the Country, and, as we were told, became one People 

with the Dutch. About two Years after the Arrival of the English, an English Governor 

came to Albany, and finding what great Friendship subsisted between us and the Dutch, 

he approved it mightily, and desired to make as strong a League, and to be upon as good 

Terms with us as the Dutch were, with whom he was united, and to become one People 

with us . . . 

 

Indeed we have had some small Differences with the English, and, during these 

Misunderstanding, some of their young Men would, by way of Reproach, be every now 

and then telling us, that we should have perished if they had not come into the Country 

and furnished us with Swords and Hatchets, and Guns, and other Things necessary for the 

Support of Life; but we always gave them to understand that they were mistaken, that we 

lived before they came amongst us, and as well, or better, if we may believe what our 

Forefathers have told us. We had then Room enough, and Plenty of Deer, which was 

easily caught; and though we had not Knives, Hatchets, or Guns, such as we have now, 

yet we had Knives of Stone, and Hatchets of Stone, and Bows and Arrows, and those 

served our Uses as well then as the English ones do now. We are now straitened, and 

sometimes in want of Deer, and liable to many other Inconveniencies since the English 

came among us, and particularly from that Pen-and-Ink Work that is going on at the 

Table (pointing to the Secretary) and we will give you an Instance of this. 
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